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From the Editor 

There are plenty of things to get involved 
with at the moment. Apiary meetings are 
re-starting, BBKA has a job opportunity 
and two researchers have requested help 
from beekeepers; please note that the 
treatment-free beekeeping survey closes 
on 31 March. The clocks are forward, the 
bees are working hard when the weather 
permits and there are two very cute new 
members to welcome (see Patterson in 
Print). Welcome to spring! 

Tamsin 
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Dates for your diary 

Apiary Meeting Dates 

Saturdays at 2pm start, Wednesday 6pm start.  

Sat 8 April 
Sat 6 May 
Sat 27 May 
Sat 17 June 
Sat 8 July 
Sat 29 July 
Sat 12 Aug 

Wed 19 April 
Wed 17 May 
Wed 7 June 
Wed 28 June 
Wed 19 July 
Wed 2 Aug  

 

West Sussex BKA Auction 

Saturday 15 April, Brinsbury Campus, Chichester College, Pulborough 
https://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html  

The WSBKA beekeeping auction is an annual event, that, apart from COVID, has been 
run since 1975. It is a good fun day out, where beekeepers can gather to buy equipment 
or simply chat with other beekeepers. If you have any spare unwanted equipment, then 
book in with organiser Graham Elliott. Details via the link above. 

The auction needs helpers on the day. Wisborough Green have a good record of 
supplying help, so if you haven’t attended before, then please offer help if you are able 
to. All tasks are easy to do, so there is nothing to worry about. Martina 
secretary@wgbka.org.uk is collating a list of WG members, so please contact her, even 
if you have helped before. She will then pass names onto the person who is allocating 
tasks. 

BBKA Spring Convention 

21-23 April at Harper Adams University, 
Shropshire, TF10 8NB.  

See the March newsletter for full details and how to book. 

Webinar on Protecting British Pollinators 

Tuesday, May 2nd 2023, 9:30am - 1:00pm 

 See the March newsletter for details and registration form. 

https://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html
mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
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The Plight of the Bumblebee 

Wednesday 31 May, ZERO, Friary Street, Guildford GU1 4EH 

This is a repeat of the talk that Peter Smith gave to the Association last month, for those 
who missed it. https://www.zerocarbonguildford.org/event-details/the-plight-of-the-
bumblebee 

 

The Teaching Apiary  

I was hoping to have a quick meeting in March, but the weather hasn’t been predictable, 
often raining when the forecast indicated dry all day. In addition, I have been as busy as 
usual, so not easy to organise anything during dry spells. 

Scheduled meetings will start soon, so I’m looking forward to the coming season and seeing 
members inspecting colonies again. The committee are hoping to arrange an opening of the 
apiary, so look out for an announcement. 

The parking area has been laid out. Please park sensibly, so others can get in and out. 

Roger 

Vacancy – BBKA Social Media Manager 

The BBKA is looking for a Social Media Manager to proactively promote the BBKA via its 
social media platforms including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube.  The role will 
be on a self-employed basis working from home.  Part-time hours averaging 10-15 hours 
spread over the week at £13/hour.   

For more details and an application form please email: gen.manager@bbka.org.uk 

 

Volunteers Needed 

As the new season approaches, we need some volunteers in a few areas: 

• Volunteers to organise teas and coffees at the apiary; 
• Someone to manage the shop that is going to be in one of the containers; 
• The apiary needs the vegetation trimming back and tidying up for the coming 

season; 
• The equipment, including supers, needs cleaning and preparing. 

Please contact Martina for more information or to offer your services. 

 

https://www.zerocarbonguildford.org/event-details/the-plight-of-the-bumblebee
https://www.zerocarbonguildford.org/event-details/the-plight-of-the-bumblebee
mailto:gen.manager@bbka.org.uk
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Garden Citizen Science Project 

Are you interested in helping to save important flower visiting insects all from the comfort of 
your garden? 

My name is Morgan Morrison, and I am a PhD student at Royal Holloway, University of 
London. I work on pollinator conservation and citizen intervention. 

I am looking for participants for my citizen science study ‘Optimow’. As members of a 
beekeepers’ association, your interests and existing knowledge could be great participants 
for my study. My research is looking to explore the best way you can mow your lawn to 
make your gardens a better place for important pollinating insects. The study would only 
take 15-20 minutes a week, all from your garden in May. 

If you are interested in taking part, please sign up using the following link to the google form 
for more details and to register your interest. 

https://forms.gle/mhySH8vQ5zqn9eSB7 

Any questions don’t hesitate to drop me an email morganmowing2023@gmail.com. Please 
note that this email has been created for the study and is not my academic email. If you're 
apprehensive to click unknown links please google 'mark brown lab optimow'. This will 
provide you with information and a sign up page.  

Thanks in advance. 

Morgan Morrison 

Twitter: @morgsmorrison73 

Beekeeping  

April can be very variable. A spell of cool or wet weather, when bees can’t fly well, so 
producing little income, can mean colonies use up stores very quickly. This can soon change 
with a few days of warm weather, when large quantities of nectar and pollen can be brought 
in, perhaps crowding queens out. It is tempting to feed irrespective of whether bees need it 
or not, so check if you can. If there is a reasonable amount of unsealed liquid stores, then 
more is probably coming in than is being used. A look at cappings is a clue, because if holes 
are a regular shape, it suggests cells are being sealed, if holes are jagged, then sealed food is 
being consumed, so the store is being depleted. The equivalent of one full brood frame of 
food should last a full colony a week. The weather forecast should indicate roughly what to 
expect in the next week, so if it is likely to be warm, then everything should be fine. If it looks 
like being cool or wet, then check in a week. It is things like this that help beekeepers learn, 
rather than reading or seeking advice. 

Roger 

https://forms.gle/mhySH8vQ5zqn9eSB7
mailto:morganmowing2023@gmail.com
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Patterson in Print 

As I’m sure members are aware, I dislike the “Beekeeping by Numbers” approach that has 
become common. One of the reasons is because of different conditions in different 
locations, which is rarely mentioned. On 21st/22nd March I went to Glan-yr-afon in North 
Wales, a few miles west of Llangollen, to visit a beekeeper I know who is at 1,000 feet. The 
plants and trees there were much more advanced than here, with hawthorn almost in full 
leaf, when ours were only just breaking bud. On 23rd March, I had a call asking me to give a 
talk to Nottinghamshire BKA in August. The person said there was such a flow from the 
willow that he had put supers on his hives. As always with beekeeping, ignore the calendar 
and let the bees tell you what they want. 

You might be asking why I was in North Wales, so I will provide the answer. When Nell died, I 
put out feelers for another border collie. I don’t like the idea of breeders, preferring dogs 
that have been born into working situations. I asked a couple of beekeepers in Wales, where 
there are more working farms than here, to keep an eye open for me. One was in Mid-Wales, 
the other in North Wales, as mentioned above. The latter’s neighbour’s bitch had 9 puppies, 
four of which had already gone, two they were keeping, with two bitches and one dog left. I 
was sent a photograph, which looked quite good, so I asked them to hold the two bitches 
until I could get there the following day. After a 6-hour drive, we walked to the farm. I agreed 
to take one, but as I was staying overnight, I would collect her in the morning. The remaining 
bitch seemed a nice little dog and took a liking to Rosie, so I slept on it and brought them 
both home. Visitors to the apiary will now be greeted by three border collies instead of two. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The photo shows Jill on the left, Floss on the right. 
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The farmer and his wife were 
interesting people, who were both 
93 years old. The reason they kept 
two puppies was to train them to 
work! That’s what you call 
planning for the future. 

In their garden, I saw a flowering 
currant (Ribes) in full flower, so I 
took the photo, because it 
reminds me that the old 
beekeepers always reckoned they 
could open bees when it was in flower. This was in many of the old books, but rarely advised 
these days. 

Last month I reminded you of the auction on 15th April and indicated the number of entries 
was about double what it normally is. They have now been closed about 4 weeks 
beforehand, because the threshold has been reached. There is now a limit of around 300 
placed on lots, but that has only been introduced in recent years. The most lots I ever sold in 
one sale was 468. In those days, I sold on my own, now Angus shares it with me. At one stage 
we had a nucleus competition, where all those for sale were judged when inspected, with 
only one prize of £5. One year we had 34 entries! Having attended every auction since the 
first in 1975, I have seen many changes. The organisation has become more difficult, with 
such things as risk assessments needed, food regulations and restrictions placed by the 
venue. We are now computerised, with payment by card, where previously all entries were 
by hand. We had a hog roast and Punch and Judy, which attracted a lot of children. For 
several years we had a lecture from an out-of-county speaker, but strangely it wasn’t 
popular, so was discontinued. One regular attendee drove from Oxfordshire in a Reliant 
Robin van packed full of kit, usually with a few nucs. He always went home with the van full 
of kit that he had bought. I still have an aluminium container, similar to a milk churn, that he 
couldn’t get in his van, so he gave it to me. I later discovered it was Russian and used for 
exporting honey. 

Roger 

Treatment-free Beekeeping Survey 

BIBBA has forwarded a survey for treatment-free beekeepers. The survey is from Thomas 
Gfeller, a Swiss beekeeper who has been treatment-free for 15 years, the survey is for his 
diploma thesis in beekeeping. 

He writes: 
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“I am looking for beekeepers who practise in some form a beekeeping without treatments 
against varroa mite. The survey is aimed to understand beekeeping practise, colony losses 
and beekeeping ethics. Also beekeepers who failed in their attempt to work treatment-free 
are very welcome to participate. It is important that this data can be collected and 
compared”. 

BIBBA adds: We are aware that some members no longer treat against the varroa mite, we 
would urge those members to participate in the survey as there is a strong indicator that 
using local adapted native AMM, there is a good chance of going treatment free by means of 
natural selection. 

A copy of the survey can be downloaded here. 

The survey is quite detailed, but your help will be appreciated by Thomas. 

Deadline for the submission of the questionnaire is March 31, 2023. 

 

WGBKA WhatsApp Group 

If you would like to be a part of this informal members only group, please contact Martina 
with your mobile number and she will add you to the chat.  It’s a great way to compare 
notes, get advice from others and generally keep in touch with members. 

 

WGBKA Library 

The Association has a collection of books for loan to members, covering not only many 
aspects of beekeeping, but also guides to hive products, honey recipes and memoirs.  The full 
list is here; to borrow any of the books, please email Martina secretary@wgbka.org.uk. 

https://bibba.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=539749ff0ecfb725b841f2421&id=73b310bedf&e=f60a9519a2
https://sites.google.com/view/wgbka-library/home
mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
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